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CMS Memo May 30, 2014
CMS publishes 4 page memo on infection control 

breaches and when they warrant referral to the 
public health authorities

This includes a finding by the state agency (SA), 
like the Department of Health, or an accreditation 
organization
 TJC, DNV Healthcare, CIHQ, or AOA HFAP

CMS has a list and any breaches should be referred 

Referral is to the state authority such as the state 
epidemiologist or State HAI Prevention Coordinator
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CMS Memo Infection Control Breaches
Memo says Medicare regulations require hospitals 

that accept M/M to follow their infection control 
standards

Some types of infection control breaches, such as 
ones related to medication administration, pose a 
risk of bloodborne pathogen transmission that 
warrant public health authorities to conduct a risk 
assessment 
 And if necessary to contact the patient

Outside the scope of CMS but within authority of the 
SA such as the state department of health
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CMS Memo Infection Control Breaches
 If any of the listed breaches are observed, then will 

take appropriate enforcement action

And will make the public health authority aware
 Includes LTC, ASCs, hospice, hospitals, home health 

agencies, CAH, rural health clinics and dialysis facilities

CDC is working closely with SA on HAI 
prevention
 List of breaches to be referred include:

Using the same needle for more than one 
individual; 
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CMS Memo Infection Control Breaches
Using the same (pre-filled/manufactured/insulin or 

any other) syringe, pen or injection device for more 
than one individual 

Re-using a needle or syringe which has already 
been used to administer medication to an individual 
to subsequently enter a medication container (e.g., 
vial, bag), and then using contents from that 
medication container for another individual

Using the same lancing/fingerstick device for more 
than one individual, even if the lancet is changed
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